NBRIOR-2008-09

IN THE MATTER OF A REFERRAL UNDER PARAGRAPH 7(1)(b)
OF THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, R.S.N.B. 1973, c. R-10.3

Between:

Y. X.
the petitioner

And:
The Honourable Jack Keir,
Minister of Energy
the Minister

RECOMMENDATION

1.

This referral, dated May 23, 2008, arises out of an access to information
request by the petitioner dated March 7, 2008. The petitioner is a long-time
client of NB Power who had previously submitted a Right to Information
requests to the Minister requesting information about the petitioner’s account
and various safety concerns in the petitioner’s service area. The purpose of
the petitioner’s current request was to determine if the NB Power has in its
possession any additional information relating to the petitioner’s concerns, as
her previous requests had failed to reveal information which she felt should be
available.

2.

The Minister’s response, dated May 8, 2008, provided an itemized response to
each of the documents requested by the petitioner, as well as copies of
available responsive records. The Minister’s response also included an
itemized list of requested documentation to which copies of existing
responsive records were enclosed.

3.

The Minister’s response indicates that the Department is not withholding any
information pursuant to a relevant exemption under the Right to Information
Act, although several documents requested by the petitioner did not yield any
existing responsive records. As such, there was no additional information for
our Office to review pursuant to this petition, and based on our review of the
petitioner’s related requests, these requests appear to be largely a re-wording
of previously requested documentation that did not yield any responsive
records.

4.

Given the circumstances, I am satisfied that the disclosure made in this
case constitutes a full and frank disclosure of all records in the Minister’s
possession related to the request.

5.

Consequently, no further disclosure is recommended.

Dated at Fredericton, this 24 day of October 2008.

______________________________
Bernard Richard, Ombudsman

